Museum/Attraction of the Year – 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Beset by the I-40 interstate closure, extreme weather conditions, the loss of elderly residents and the tragic accidental death of a staff member, the past couple of years have been challenging for this long-time popular attraction.

But, true to form, their 2 and 4 legged creatures rose about it all with major accomplishments this past year.

They have added many new and exciting friends; 285 pound bachelor – Ajari; and 2 tiny hitchhikers or Marmosets to name a few.

Web browser, FireFox, created an international marketing storm and when they virtually adopted the 2 enormously adorable red panda cubs and put them on a live streaming webcam.  Spark and Ember entertained views for hours with their playful antics.

Visiting with them through the summer are two of the most unlikely Southern Belles you’ll ever want to meet.  Talk about names that don’t fit their personalities – Buttercup and Tallulah … you’ll have to visit them yourselves!

For the sixth time since 1985, they were granted accreditation by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  Fewer than 10% of USDA licensed animal exhibitors can meet the highest standards in the world.

This outstanding team of dedicated individuals is to be commended for their hard work and tremendous sacrifice.   They continue to provide excellent educational exhibits, entertaining events and fascinating animals.   We are privileged to have one of the top institutions at our front door.
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